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Through the W of God —

Is it through Gods will that we watch impure mov-
ies, and listen to impure music? Is it Godill that we
wear skimpy and provocative dress? Is it Goalill
that we go out on the dance floor? Is it Godlill that
we do not pray and study our bibles? Is it Goalill
that we choose to be doing other things or elsewhere
during the set times of “assembling ourselves togeth-
er"— games, work? Is it Goglwill that we feel too
bad to go to church, but not too bad to do other things
and go other places?

Whether we say it outright like Paul: “through the
will of God,” or we imply it; either way claiming some-
thing is Gods will when it is not is something that
ought to give us pause. —AA

Winked At Ignorance

Gentiles were obligated taowand live in harmony
with what God had revealed to them (Rom 1:18ff); and,
likewise the Jews (2:1)At what “ignorance,” then,
did God “wink..."” (Ac 17:30)?

It was their ignorance of Gaglcomplete revela-
tion, and that because it wgetto come. During
those times, God’plan to save sinners — Jew and
Gentile — through Jesus was a “mystery” (Eph 3:1-3,
9-10). Then, it was “a salvation ready to be revealed
in the last time” (1Pet 1:5). Then, neither prophets nor
angels could know fully what God had in mind (10-12).
Of such things, they welignorant but “now these
things have been announced” (12).

Ignorance of Divine revelation hasverbeen tol-
erated or “overlooked,” then or nowlease bear this
in mind when you read and apply that classic passage
inActs 17:30-31. —AA

For Your AbpRrEss Book
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PersonaLEmaL:  davidlemmons@bellsouth.n

16

Clof M

“The truth sball make you free.” (Jobin §:32)

Vol. 17 February 2008 No. 2

“‘HANDLING ARIGHT THE WORD OF TRUTH"

God’s approval of man is contingent on handling the word of
truth pr operly. A failur e to do so brings shame on man and G’
disapproval, ruling out blessings in this life, and in eternity

The apostle Paul instrucEamothy, his soninthe 16:13).Then in the Lord prayer to the Father
gospel, with regard to some soul-saving matterdesus prayed for his disciples saying, “Sanctify
“Handl[ing] aright the word of truth” is a part of them through thy truth: thy word is truth” (Jno.
those instructions which are recorded in his sed-7:17). Gods word, the truth, is that about which
ond letter talimothy, beginning with chapter two. Christ spoke to those Jews which believed: “If
Inverse 14 of that second chapteaul tellsSTim-  ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples
othy: “Of these things put them in remembrance jndeedAnd ye shall know the truth, and the truth
Those general instructions applied to brethreghall make you free” (Jno. 8:31-32).
generally as they do to us now Those who would reap the rich blessings, which
Our title (2Tim. 2:15) is an oft-quoted verse; gre available through Gaxword, must make sure
but, in many instances we do not glean all thg,at what they have embraced as truth is the real
meanings therein. The whole verse is: “Give diliy;;th and not some pseudo truth which has been

gence to present thyself approved unto God, @ncocted by man. In many instances, what is
workman that needeth not to be ashamed, hag; is paraded as truth.

dling aright the word of truth.”
Let us note first,

I. THE SIGNIFICANCE

The pagan religions have something which is
claimed to be truth, but it could not be because it
upholds that which is contrary to Gedtuth. Is-

OF THE WORD OF TRUTH. lam, for example, claims to have the truth in the
What is “the word of truth”? It is Goslword, not Koran, but that so-called truth instructs its adher-
the word of menTo His disciples, Christ once ents to murder those whom they call infidels. In
said, “Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, isso many ways their so-called truth is diametrical-
come, he will guide you into all truth...” (Jno. ly opposed to God'word. 7
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a common analogy: Though its contents are ninety-
nine percent good grain, it becomes deadly when one
percent of warfarin is added.

Those within the Lord true church should be care-
ful that what they hear from the preacher or teacher is
the undiluted truth. In view of the many warnings con-
cerning false teachers, one leaves himself open to ac-
cepting error unless, like the Bereans, he “...receive[s]
the word with all readiness of mind, and searche[s]
the scriptures dailywhether those things [are] so”
(Acts 17:11). Even in “our schools,” students should
make sure what they are taught is the truth. Most would
come nearer accepting false doctrine when sitting at
the feet of those who are our brethren, than if it were
someone who is not a member of the church. More
than than any time during our lives, the Laerdhurch
is today infested with false teachers.

We must also be concerned with,

Il. HANDLING ARIGHT THE WORD

Whereas the KJ\ays, “rightly dividing,” theASV

uses the phrase “handling aright,” which perhaps bet-

ter captures the idea at hand. People sometimes think
the notion is that of being able to separate some truth
from other truth, but this is not the ideaaver says

Christ warns that promoting manmade truth nullifhe Greek word means: “1o cut straight,to cut
fies our worship: “But in vain do they worship me,Straight ways, i.e., to proceed by straight paths, hold
teaching for doctrines the commandments of merf Straight course, equito do right. 2. dropping the

(Matt. 15:9).

idea of cuttingto make straight and smoothi.e. to

Among those who claim to be Christians, there arteach the truth correctly and directly (2 Tim. 2:15).”
those who attach meanings to passages which G@#is term then means to teach Goword correctly
never intended. Paul reminds the Galatian brethren 8f it applies to all of His word.
those who would believe in “another gospel: Which The fact that we are to “handle aright” the word of
is not another; but there be some that trouble yoitfuth, implies that it could be mishandl&tle often
and would pervert the gospel of Christ” (Gal. 1:6-7)s€€ the mishandling of important things in this life.
There are multiplied doctrines taught by religious pecP€ople mishandle their finances and suffer for it. Peo-
ple which are perversions of Gedtuth and will bring  Ple mishandle their abilities to do positive and worth-

spiritual destruction.

while things A mishandling of ones’health may well

There is a need to use the most reliable of the velring on pain, suffering, even death. These things are
sions of the Bible. False doctrines are quite often irvery important, but in no sense of the term do they
jected into unreliable versions leading people to becompare with the mishandling of the truth, which
lieve things which are not true. Gedvord does not makes men free and provides a living hope of a home
have to be changed wholesale to render it invalid; jus? heaven. There are many warnings with regard to
a few false words can adulterate a large amount 80w we handle the truth and the benefits or losses
truth. D-con, a deadly bait for rats and mice, makes fanvolved. =

Biblical Conversion and the Human Heart

Before birth, the child in the womb must undergo sev- One must also intellectually process information that
eral stages of change; ang ithe same with a person warrants the conclusion, the belief, that “all scripture is
who converts or turns to God. That person must sugiven by the inspiration of God” (Il Timothy 3:16). There
cessfully undergo a change of heart, a change of lifeye many areas of internal, as well as external, evidence
and finally a change of relationship. which cause one to reasonably conclude that produc-
A concordance will bear out the fact that the wordion of such a book as the Bible is beyond the pale of
“heart” is used to refer to the: thinking, willing, morally human capability Man as he is; that is with his self-
conscious, and emotional part of man. The avenuevident limitations, could not have produced the Bible
through which a sinn&s heart is changed is “faith,” or asitis, leaving, then, only one possibility: “itis in truth,
trust in the fact that what God says is so. “Faith,” Pauhe word of God” (IThessalonians 2:13And, finally,
says, “cometh of hearing, and hearing by the word afne must learn, process, and be convinced by certain
Christ” (Romans 10:17). Then again, “with the heart maimformation set forth in the Scriptures. For example, in
believeth unto righteousness” (Romans 10:10). The Loitihe Gospel of John, we're told “these are written, that ye
Himself explains, that only those who “perceive with theirmay believe” (John 20:30-31).
eyesAnd hear with their ear&nd understand with their ~ But, the intellectual, the evidential aspect of faith is
heart” are those who truly “turn again” (Matthew 13:15).0nly part of the program. The potential convert must
Faith is what motivates one to become “obedient fromlso come to be “pricked in his heart” (Acts 2:37) by the
the heart to that form of teaching” (Romans 6:17). force of his personal guilt for the sins committed against
Saving faith, or trust, which changes the heart, onlfs0d; and by the knowledge that “while we were yet sin-
comes to a person who has first, intellectually proners Christ died for us” (Romans 5:#nd, finally, he
cessed certain facts and information which lead him toust “will” himself to do what God tells him. Which is
conclude that God is; that the Bible is Merd of why Paul describes the Roman saints as having “from
God; and that, Jesus Christ is the Son of GodthW the heart obeyed that form of teaching” (Romans 6:17).
out faith it is impossible to be well-pleasing u@od”  Without what Paul calls the “obedience of faith” (Ro-
(Hebrews 11:6), and it further explains that “he thatnans 1:5), a complete change of heart can never take
cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he isdace.
rewarder of them that seek after him.” The informa- Many people think of faith only in terms of what they
tion which intellectually leads us to accept that confeel—which does have its place—but, their faith is never
clusion comes through various avenues. For exaneducated by what th&ord says, nor is it fulfilled by the
ple, Inspiration, in Romans 1:20 tells us that “the inwillingness to obey Such people were “many of the
visible things ofGod since the creation of the world rulers” who “believed on him, but because of the Phari-
are clearly seen, being perceived through the thinggees they did not confess it, lest they should be put out
that are made, even his everlasting power and divingf the synagogue: for they loved the glory that is of men
ty; that they may be without excuse.” Paul appeals torore than the glory that is of God” (John 12:42). These
the intellect of the Greeks when he gives them a magentlemen had intellectually accepted the fact that Christ
velous lecture ificts 17, on the “God that made theis who is said He is; they had also been moved in the
world and all things therein.” Concluding his logical emotional sense; but, the willingness to comply with His
discourse, he says that God, intellectyasilynot far ~ will was not there. In their case, there was no change of
from each one of us,” (\27), thus, in verse 29, he heart.
says, “Being then the offspring of God, we ought not Understanding what the Bible means by “heart”
to think that the Godhead is like unto gold, or sileer and Gods method of changing the heart through faith
stone, graven by art and device of man.” gives new meaning to “heartfelt” religion. —AA
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TheAssembly andcts of Vdrship—

Through the Will of God

with view toward and in consideration of hOW“WiII” [ theleimd is the objective idea of design or

God .“hath prospergd” the giver purposeAs to the creation of “all things,” it is be-
This assemblyby its nature, was “God-ward,” cause of God “will they were, and were created”
gathered “before God."@duldn't then, this di- (Rev. 4:11). We are “sons through Jesus
vinely prescribed act, therefore be an “act of revEhrist...according to the good pleasure of his will”
erence paid to God’? Isn’t that precisely wha{Eph. 1:5). Paul was greatly concerned that chris-
worship is? “But,” one might demufDoes it tians be “filledwith the knowledge of his will” (Col.
follow that anytime | take money from my pock- 1:9).We sometimes entertain the idea of something
et to give to a good cause or a needy personPeing “Gods will” when it is not.
am, therefore, worshipping?” No. Such “giving” Paul was an apostle_ “through Fhe will of God”
falls under the broad purview of christian ser{2C0-1:1). “Through”dia] means: in consequence

vice; itis absent that “to-God” quality which con- of, by, on the pa5|s of, by the agency Ohis must
) . B g have been an important mattbecause no less than
stitutes it an “act of worship” in the assembly

: S : five ti Paul makes it clear that his bei -
The fifth “act of worship” in which the as- Ve times Faul makes it clear !at nis being an apos

. . . tle was “through the will of God.” He served in this
sembly participates is prayéfie pray “Our Fa-  canacity in consequence of Gedlesign or pur
ther who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name'gse. |5 it possible for people to do and be certain
(Matt 6:9). Prayerwe see, by its nature, is anthings, yet not “through the will of God"? Clearly
act of worshipvhenever or wherever it is done. so. Jesus spoke of those “that call themselves apos-
And itis to be done in the assembly (1Co 14:15tHes and they are not” (Re2:2); thus, they were
17; 2Tim 2:1, 8). not apostles through the will of God.

So much more could, and should, be said What about “preachers™? Can one call himself, and
about the assemblfrhere should be no doubt be called by others, “preactieyet not be so through

that the picture ofHe AssemsLy painted by Paul the will of God? What about “elders”? Can one call
in First Corinthians 1:17 % 16:9 gives the lie to: 2nd be called “eldgryet not through the will of God?
1) The idea that the NewWestament does not What about “teachers®ould we not have to deter

mine whether one is respectively preacheder or

speak of “worship Services 2) Th_e ldea thatteacher through the will of God on the basis of “the
the assemblythe one in which the five acts of knowledge of his will” (Col. 1:9)?

worshm_ are done, may be divided on any basis; Is it God's will that those called “elder” be inca-
3) The idea that women may lead the assembly,pje of teaching? be intemperate? have dysfunc-
in its actsof worship — whether as speaker tional homes? Is it God’will that those called
prayer leadersong leadertranslatoyor or with  “preacher” not be full of the word and pure in life?
regard to giving or the Lord'Supper; 4)The Is it God's will that those called “teacher” be novic-
idea that part of the assembly may do the acts @&? not be faithful in attending all assemblies of the
worship while the rest watch and listen; and 5ghurch? When we call, or allow ourselves to be
The idea that an act of worship which is to be&alled something, we imply that we are such
exclusively done |n the assembly may be rlghtl)}‘through the will Of GOd.“We had better make sure
done oubf the assembly; and, of course, 6) Thef that. , o ,
age-old idea that a person can get just as C|OSQWhat.about trjlngs we do, or not? V\{thh...("JId the
to God out of the assembly as can all those pe vill _of his fat_hef Jesus .asked SMatt. 21:31). His true
ple in the assembly gmlly, He“sald, is comprised of Whosoe_:ver shall do the
—_aA  Wwillof God” (Mar. 3:35). —Continued on.A6
14

Handling God$ word in the correct way involves course, did not need to “stytlyas we do, to learn
both positives and negatives. Handling it aright bringSod’s will, but He did realize the gency of giving
spiritual strength and growth, whereas failure to dattention to those things which he had to do during
so brings about spiritual weakness, even spiritu@lis remaining time. It is certainly imperative that we
death and destruction. Handling the word properliollow Christ's example, if we are to have the Fatber
rules out teaching only part of Gedvord and exclud- approval.
ing the restThis would include the Ol@lestamentas  We must also strive to be,

Were writen afore dme were witon for our leaming, VAVORKMAN THAT NEEDETH

. e NOT TO BEASHAMED
that we through patience and comfort of the scrip-
tures might have hope” (Rom. 15:4). Sometimes preachhe Greek word here translated “ashamed” is used
ers and teachers avoid subjects which might step only this one time in the NelkestamentrHaver says
toes.They do not want to hurt anyosdeelings, not- the word meanshaving no cause to be ashamed.”
withstanding the fact that when we fail to handle arifhat is, no cause to be ashamed before God. The work-
ght Gods word we are hurting our LoslIfeelings. man who skimps in his work has reason to be ashamed;
Handling the truth aright includes both meat and milke is being dishonest, purloining; and so is the man
of the word, which are necessary to bring about prop¢sho skimps in his work for the Lord. Peter points out
er spiritual growth. The milk-only diet, which too manythat “...if any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be
are on, is sure to bring about spiritual malnourishashamed; but let him glorify God on this behalf” (I Pet.
ment. 4:16).We should never be ashamed to let people know

Personal intensity and focus are a part of handlingat we are Christians, and we should never be ashamed
aright God truth, as seen in the, when Gods word is spokenWe should never be

. IMPOR TANCE OF GIVING DILIGENCE ashamed for standing for Gediruth, even when it
The KJVsays “study but not in the sense we c)f,[enbrmgs persecution, and speaking the truth does bring

think of it. TheASV translates: “give diligence.” Dili- It. We sing a beautiful hymn which captures the idea

gence includes the ideas of: zeal, effort, desire ajié pride in our Lord and our work for Him: “'m Not

haste. Since it is directly connected to our having &0 shamed o Own My ITord:" S_UC“h pride is also mclu.d-

approval, we can surley see why we should be dil?—d in the lyrics of the firstline: “...Nor to defend His
. . . ca "

gentin the matteHaving Gods approval determines . .

our eternal destinyNo one lacking Gog' approval MY the Lord knows how much hurt is being

should even think of the great and eternal blessin§1§0,ught to bear upon His ChL,”Ch today because our
in store for the faithful servant. ctions so often render us guilty of shame. Our soci-

We can see then that more is involved in having;[y today is being overflowed by the influence of
God's approval than just to “study” Gadword, but th0S€ who do not bell_eve in God, and who are seeking
of course that is involved. The fact that Paul identifie!® rémove every vestige of Gedhfluence from us. It
the approved person as a “workman” shows that col¥ frightening to _th|nk of the pernicious inroads the
tinued effort is involved. So many times in the Newngodly are making.
Testament reference is made to our work in the sensd1ow sad it will be in the Day of Judgment for those
of doing that which is pleasing to God. James say¥ho have lived before God in such a way as to bring
“Y e see then how that by works a man is justified, arfidlame upon themselves. It is indeed time to wake up,
not by faith only” (Jas. 2:24); and, “But wilt thou know but many have been so overcome by a spirit of indif-
O vain man, that faith without works is dead?"30).  ference that they are not likely to be awakened while
Christ himself emphasizes diligence: “I must workéhere is time and opportunity
the works of him that sent me, while it is day: the night A diligent and proud workman must also give at-
cometh when no man can work” (Matt. 9:4). Jesus, ¢¢ntion to, z
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V. THINGS WE SHOULD SHUN VI. AN EXAMPLE OF

Paul says, “shun profane and vain babblings” (2 "FURTHER IN UNGODLINESS®

Tim. 1:16).viNe defines profane as: “that which lacksPaul, citing two examples, shows us where profane
all relationship or affinity to God.” So much of babblings will “further” lead: “And their word will
present day communication is replete with wordssat as doth a gangrene: of whom is Hymenaeus and
phrases, and ideas which show disrespect, evemiletus” (v 17). What had these two men done?
disdain, for GodWe are faced with this threat from They were men “who concerning the truth have
children to adultsTelevision, which has a great in- erred, saying that the resurrection is passed already
fluence upon people, especially children, is a congnd overthrow the faith of some”.(¥8).

veyor belt of evil. Moral standards are fast disap- | our day there are manyho like Hymenaeus
pearing in the areas of: speech, dress, and pringing philetus, have erred from the truthcase in

ples. Human sexuality has become so perverteghin; s the Max King doctrine, which says the judg-
that many people live and act as beasts of the f'elﬂ1ent has already happened

The tragic thing is that so many simply do not care In the matter of worship, which is to be accord-

about things of importance. ing to our Lords instruction, many have erred.

“Babblings,”vINE says, means: “empty discussion . ; ) o
discussion of useless subjects.” Could it be that W’\éVhereas Christ says, "God is a spirit: and they that

. . . . . worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth”

are sometimes guilty of this very thing? That is, w i ) .
may spend much time talking about things whic Jn(_). 4:24), men_m many cases have mgde worship a
amount to nothing, rather than speech that is filleeerIOd _Of erjtertalnment, evenlto the point that some
with something worthwhile. | have known peoplethal"lre using instrumental music. There has been a
seldom seemed to have a serious thought about af§evement away from what pleases God to what
thing. To some people, virtually everything is a joke. Pléases man.
have often thought of what we usually talk about be- Another area where men have erred from the truth
fore and after church services. Much of the time wis in the realm of fellowship. God has a law on fel-
spend talking about things which have nothing whatowship, but it is being ignored right and left as
soever to do with spiritual thingan indelible memo- brethren are fellowshipping man-made churches,
ry comes to mindyears ago, in Hualieaiwan, my and people with all manner of false doctrines.
son-in-law and |, were in a gospel meeting with the CONCLUSION
brethrenWe were, after service one evening, treated i i .
to a snack at McDonalsl’' Right in the middle of our There-|s.noth|ng that matc'hes In |mporta“nce, the
hamburgers, one of the Chinese sisters opened 8P Priority of seeking Gog’approvalThe “Just
Bible placed it on the counter and began to ask sorfd'€.” has been so good to man giving him the abil-
serious questions; one being the meaning of the terit¥ t0 choose to follow HimAlong with the ability
in Joels prophechy cited iActs chapter twoThey O choose, the essential instructions for living in
seemed to be so eager to learn, that they did not wésch a way as to have Gedapproval have been
to waste any time and opportunitgven at Mc- Pprovided in His word.
Donalds. What greater example of an approved workman

Vain babblings are profane .They will lead peocan we find than that of Paul? He came to the end
ple away from God rather than to Him. Paul sayssaying, “I have fought a good fight, | have finished
“for they will proceed further in ungodliness.”.(v my course, | have kept the faith” (2 Tim. 4:7). His
16).We are warned of many things which lead peoreward for having done so was expressed in clear
ple away from the truth; this is one of them. Let userms: “Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown
note then, of righteousness.” — Editor
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The Assembly andActs of Worship

First Corinthians 1:17 — 16:9 contains a continu-looks on. It is ironic that some christians view First
ous, connected composite of what we often callorinthians fourteen, not as part of Ndwesta-
“the worship service,” “church,” “preaching,” andment teaching on “the assembhather as a unique
S0 on; in other wordstHe Assemsly. In this beau- First Century gathering in which some of the as-
tiful assembly collage, we se&he People of = sembled in essenperformed There is absolutely
“whole church assembled together” (14:23), meno warrant for such a conclusion. The “whole
and women [vv34-35] );The Natue of It—"wor-  church assembled together” (14:23) is a lovely ex-
ship God...God is among you” (25), “speak...tample of collective, “joint participation
God” (v. 28) [cf. “all here present before God"(fellowship).”In the assemb]ach christian gath-
(Ac 10:33)]; The Place of I{ “together..into one ered, participates heart and soul, “in spirit and in
place” [1Co 1:20] ); The Purpose of K—"“church  tryth” (Jno 4:24), in each act of reverence to the
[being] edify[ied]" (14:5); and’he Tme of It("the  glory of God.
first day of every week” (16.2, NASV). A fourth assembly act of worship is that of giv-
WHAT ARE PEOPLETO DO IN THE ASSEMBLY ? ing. Every so often, you come across someone who
Now, as toTheActivities of It A careful con- thinks he has discovered that the act of giving in

sideration of our text will show five separate an{'® @ssembly is not an act of worship. But, just
distinct actsWe say this with the complete aware{fom & cursory perspective note: 1) giving is sure-
ness that there are those among us who literalk/an act, and, 2) it is an act — something we do
scoff at the notion of any acts of worship, much— I the assemblyret, let us note further

less five specific ones. The are the same people™irst, that an act of giving, an offering of a por-

who scoff at the plan of salvation and ridicule th#On of ones material goods, caverqualify as an
“five-steppers.”The fact is, in both cases, it is &ctof worship, is seen in Matthew 2:The record

simple matter of arithmetic. says when the wise men “were come into the house,

These activities of the assembly are “acts of re¥ey saw the young child with Mary his mother
erence paid to God”; that is, they are acts of wognd fell down, and worshipped him: and when
ship. One, there ikearing (“the word [voice] of they had opened their treasures, they presented unto
the Lord”; Cf. Is 28:14, 23; Neh 8:1-8) which ishim gifts; gold, and frankincense, and
lead by one who preaches (Ac 20:7, KJV) or speaR¥yrrh.”Surely no one will dispute that these men
(1Co 14:19)A second act is theord’s Suppeby from the East were giving a portion of their mate-
which the assembly participates in an act the god@l goods; and that that very act of giving was
of which is “remembrance of me”1125).A third indeed and an acf worship.
is singing(14:15), which is to be done “to the Lord” Secondly as regards “giving” in the assembly
(cf. Eph 5:19).Each of these acts takes place in aansider carefully the contextVe have an assem-
assembly gathered before God; and each acthiy of “the whole church” coming together on the
uniquely “God-ward.”Not a single one of these act4irst day of every week.”Among the various ac-
is spectator oriented; rath@ach is group-orient- tivities of that assemblgach christian (“every one
ed, collective and participatorfhe NewTesta- of you”) was to “lay by him in store as God hath
ment knows nothing of an assembly wherein orgospered him” (1Co 16:2).8\have &pecificact,
or moredo these “acts of worship,” while an audi-done at apecifictime, and in apecificsetting or
ence of appreciative (even “edified”) spectatorglace (“in the assembly”).It was done z
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Quantifiable Restoratior—

Let Sleeping Dogs Lie

You see, with them it is all about feeling good, not

what you do. Since feelings can neither be measuredJesus had a special affection for the sisters, Mary
nor quantified, nobody is in any position to point toand Martha, and their brother Lazarus (Jno 11.5); yet,
another and sayou are not right with the Lord be- when news came from Bethany that Lazarus was near
cause you have not yet done this, or you lack that; adeath (vv3,14,21), Jesus purposely delayed going to
Here is something you are doing of which God hasim (v. 6) for the high purpose of demonstrating the
never spoken. “glory of God” (vv. 4, 11, 15) in raising Lazarus.

Take for example the salvation of a sinnlera reli- Now, Lazarus was “sick” (8), yet his “sickness
gious discussion with a gentleman years ago, | had getas] not unto death” (v). Jesus, having waited long
forth the terms or procedure at the end of which a sinnenough for Lazarus to succumb to his illness, tells his
may know that his “iniquities are forgiven” (Rom 4:7). disciples: “Our friend Lazarus is fallen asleep; but |
The gentleman, so steeped in Calvinism, got exasperatgd, that | may wake him out of sleep”. (i1). The
and exclaimed, “¥u cant just boil things down to afew disciples did not grasp the sleep/death metaphor; they
simple terms.” He was patrticularly exercised over théthought he spake of taking rest in sleep”18). He
idea of counting off five—no more, no less—things thatvent on to tell “them plainlyLazarus is dead” (¥4).

a sinner must “do” in order to be saved. Our liberals As an aside, Scripture is full of metaphors and other
have joined this gentleman. They speak snidely of fivefigures of speech, but the Spirit does not alvagsly
steppers. tell us: This is what | mearwe must follow context and

Yes, it is by “grace” we are saved, and yes, it isommon sense and not insist that what is a metaphor or
“not of ourselves,” just as surely as it was by “gracefigure of speech be taken literalBut, back to the point.
and not of “Naaman” that his skin was made “clean” After the two day delayhe Lord had said “Let us go
(Eph 2:8; 2Ki 5:14) Yet, it is equally clear that Naa- into Judaea again” (V), to which the disciples respond-
man had to dip—now c-0-u-n-t—seven times in theed saying, “The Jews were but now seeking to stone
Jordan River thee; and goest thou thither again?’8Then He told

In the NewTestament, we can find several thingsthem that he was going to wake up Lazarus; and, they
which must occur before a sinner can “call upon th&aid, “Lord, if he is fallen asleep, he will do well [@cov-
name of the Lord” and “be saved” (Rom 10:13). Heer]. It is not unreasonable to surmise that 1) given the
must “hear...the glad tidings” (v&t4,16). He must danger of their being stoned if they went into Judaea,
“believe” the gospel (Mk 16:15-16). He must “re-and 2) their thinking that Lazarus was really sleeping,
pent” (Ac 2:38; 17:30-31). He must “confess Jesu#hat 3) they saw no need risking trouble, and Lazarus
as Lord” (Rom 10:9-10). He must be “baptized forcould just wake up when he was well. It reminds one of
the remission of sins” (Ac 2:38). In fact, baptism isthe saying: Let sleeping dogs lie.
viewed as the comprehensive consummating act of People, who are in sin, are “dead” (Eph. 2.1); some
a sinner “calling” on God to save him, which is whychristians are “weak and sicklgnd not a few sleep”
Ananias tells a be”eving penitent Paul, “arise, an&lco. 1130) | wonder sometimes whether we convince

be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on higurselves that maybe they will just wake up on their own
name” (Ac 22:16). and “do well.” | wonder also whether we deep down just

It surely is not a bad thing that those things to b&0 not want to go and awaken them because of fear of
done by the one “calling” on God total: 1,2,3,4 — 5the consequences. Not that anybody would stone us,
Nor, surely is it a bad thing to point out that one whdPut they might get upset and offended.
does not fit this pattern has not yet “called” and is not The Sleeping/Dogs/Lie thing is sometimes used to
“saved.” Verily, it is a hard thing to “kick against the cover for our lack of care and courage. Lost people will
goad” of quantifiable restoration. not just wake up and recover; they need our help.

—AA —AA
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Under the headingtHE BLACK VALUE SYSTEM,
is the following information — “Trinity United Church
U N |TED CH UR:H of Christ adopted the Bladkalue System, written by
the Manford Byrd Recognition Committee, chaired by
OF CH RIST the latevallmer Jordan in 1981The strong emphasis
upon the promotion of the Bladkalue System is set
forth under 12 headings which appear belbig said
Some have been confused by the appellation: “Unigf these 12 things: “These Black Ethics must be taught
ed Church of Christ.” This denomination has no rel%nd exemp”fied in homesy ChurcheS, nurseries and

tionship to the church of Christ, which is found in thechools, wherever Blacks are gathered.” They consist
New Testament and spoken of by the prophets in thg the following concepts:

old Testament_. . . . 1. Commitment to God.
The denomination, _Unlt.ed Church of Christ, ha . Commitment to the Black Community

received added attentlc_Jn in recent tlmgs, dug to the ~ommitment to the Black Family

fact t.hat Barack Hussgln Obama, who I.S running qu. Dedication to the Pursuit of Education.

President of the U.S., is a member of this group. The pegication to the Pursuit of Excellence.

Trinity United Church of Christ has reference to ag  aAdnherence to BlackVork Ethic.

even yet particular denominational body which is 107, Commitment to Self-Discipline.

cated in Chicago, Illinois. There are a number of corg. Disavowal of the Pursuit of “Middleclassness”

gregations of the United Church of Christ; Trinity9. Pledge to make the fruits of all developing and re-

United Church of Christ is one of them. quired skills available to the Black Community
Some reports concerning Barack Hussein Obani&. Pledge tdllocate Regularlya Portion of Pers-

may have been inaccurate, but what we are discuss- onal Resources for Strengthening and Support-

ing with regard to MrObama and th&rinity United ing Black Institutions.

Church of Christ comes from their own website. ~ 11. Pledge allegiance to all Black leadership who es-
According to “RevDr. Jeremialh. Wright, Jr, Senior pouse and embrace the Blacklue System.

Pastor of Trinity United Church of Christ,” the Trinity 12. Personal commitment to embracement of the Black

congregation has a membership of over 8,000, and “over Value System.

70 ministries,” including a “Dance Ministty The reader will have noted that each item — some
The Trinity website makes clear that it is strictly anoble and worthwhile ones — is characterized as

“plack church.” The church is described by their “mot-black.”

to” as follows: “We are a congregation which is Un-

ashamedly Black and Unapologetically Christian.” Th¥/HY THE CONCERN ABOUT THE TRINITY UNITED
website interchangeably uses the terms “black” a URCH OF CHRIST OF WHICH BARACK HUS-

“afrocentric” in describing their activites, vieareeds lSEtIrlu\l ?_B'At‘Mﬁ 'SA”':/'EMBER? ¢ an “all black.” ‘'t
and so on. The site speaks of. “African heritage’n € first place, the concept of an “afl black,” — not to

. . . o ) rhention “all white” — church is foreign to Gadwill.
Center fgrAfrlcan B'bl.e SUd,,'ef ; "Our roots in t.he" The church which Christ built and purchased by His
black religious experience”; “Black community”;

. . blood (Acts 20:28) is comprised of those from all tribes,

“Black Power”; “Black Theology”; “Black liberation tongues, and nations who obey God.
theology”; “African-centered thought”; and, “the  \r opamas church, thefrinity United Church of
African-American culture” is used several imes.  chyist, fosters and encourages racial identity and divi-

The material | received by way of the Trinity web-sijon. Right thinking people have been decrying racism
site contains the photos of quite a number of peoplgy a long time, but the philosophy of this Trinity church
including a chorus. There seemed to be no white pegnly contributes to racism. It is worrisome that a promi-
ple present. Time after time the emphasis is upon thent presidential candidate is affiliated with such a group.
promotion of the blackfrican culture. Our country is made up of people of all 7
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races, and we should all work together to be one rath- E|ghth Annual Bannel’

er than promoting more racial division.
WHY NOTALL BEAMERICANS? Banner of Truth Lectur es

We should all be proud to be “Americans.” Coming _
from both English and Cherokee stock, | yet see no Murray’ KY June 23 26’ 2008

need to be viewed as an: “English-American,oora
“Native-American.” Imagine the absurdity of each

American designating variously designating himself Theme: Worshipping theTrue
as “Whatever-American” — German-American, . .
God in an EvilWorld

French-American, Chinese-American, Japanese-Amer-
ican, Russian-American and umpteen others. The lectures will be held in the excellent

Complicating this whole matter is the sad reality P .
that in the past many blagkmericans were mistreat- facility of the Curris Center Theatre on

ed. The past can neither be changed nor rerun. Thethe campus of Murray Sate University
truth is, blackAmericans are a noble and integral part
of our American heritage and culture. More particular
is our appreciation and love for our many dedicated Twenty-eight lessons will be delivexd

and faithful black brethren. by preachers, whose combined years

America, even with its blemishes, is the greatest f hi ts to hundred
country this world has ever known. She should hold Ol preaching amounts 1o hundreds.

for all her citizens — black, white, and all in between

— the same opportunities and responsibilitidge L
are all justAmericans, with no hypen, and we should/Ve are now living in what the apostle Paul calls

be thankful and grateful to be able to live here. “perilous times.” In this generation, we have never
If Barack Hussein Obama should become presidefidced such “evil” times as we are now facing.
of our country and follows the racial goals of his \ne need to take stock of the situation and put to
church, it will only division, segregation, and !ead touse Gods provisions for worshipping Him.
the hurt of our country — Editor Not only do lectures, like thBanner of Tuth
Lectures, help prepare us to stand against the

A NOTE OF CORRECTION devices of the devil by learning more of Gad’

In the Nov-Dec. BOTwe ran an article entitled: “Bon-  will, the fellowship enjoyed by brethren of like
cerned Reader Writes.” The writer was David Beble fronfajth is a great boost as well.

the EIm Street congregation in St. Charles, MO. It was : :
noted in the article that David had asked that the bundle of We uge brethren to make a place in their

BOT we were sending be discontinute responded ask- Schedule to a_ttend as many sessions of t_he lec-
ing: “David, has the Elm Street congregation become one dfires as possible. Some come for the entire lec-
the congregations which does not believe in orphan homegreship and benefit from the twenty-eight les-
and congregational cooperation? | know it was not at o"€ons which will be presented by brethren who

time. | spoke there on one occasion.” . .
I made a mistake. | have never spoken at the EIm Stre%{and fast in the faith, as all of us should do.

congregation. | confused that congregation with the Charbo

and Karen congregation where | did speak a many yeag : S
ago.Anyway an alert reader noticed what | said about thei‘bStaln from all appearance of evil, (I Thess.

Elm Street congregation and informed me that the Elm Stre®t22), does not mean something that looks evil,
congregation has long been known for her opposition tpytrather that which is evitheASV reads, “ab-

orphan homes and congregational cooperation. | appreci . - .
the brother of apprising me of this and am glad to make tﬁ%?am from every form of evil.” Some evil may

correction. — Editor ot look evil.
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Quantifiable Restoration?

Churches of Christ in the United States came tticularly deny that churches of Christ are the real-
be and flourished on the premise that the religioization of that goal. They speak of restoration in
of Christ, variously called: “th&ay,” “the faith,” terms of an “ongoing process.” They view the
“the church,” et al, is a singulaabsolute and ob- denominations, as well as the churches of Christ,
jectively identifiable entity; and that in any genera-as all involved in the same noble quest, the only
tion it can be imitated, repeated, and perpetuatatifference being that of proximity: some are near-
by application of the pattern which has througter, some are closebut all are seeking the religion
the ages been passed down by way of the Ne@f Christ. Of course, were one inclined to stipulate
Testament. the point, we call to mind that proximity only counts
in horseshoes and hand grenades. When Jesus told
] ~ the man “thou art not far from the kingdom of

The word estorationcame to embody this Gog» (Mar 12:34), He was advocating pursuit of
premise in the Nineteenth affdventieth Centu- proximity, rather a real objective goal.

ries. Many Europeans amdnericans were weary — Thjs Star Trek view of restoration — boldy going

of Catholicism and Protestant Denominationalisnygmewhere — is in absolute conflict with the objec-

which, though identifiable on their own terms,tye perception of restoration which has for more than
were\are clearly not the religion—the walye faith, 5 century sustained churches of Christ in the United
the church—Christ established. Not a few suckates. The objective perception of restoration is that
weary souls set out to “restore’— in the sense off ysing the Nevilestament as a pattern and system-
“bring back into being"—the one and only religion atically checking actions and accomplishments against
of Christ. The church of Christ has never gongne criteria of that pattern. Itis a closed-end process
“out of being” in that its “pattern” or “seed” has py which one can compare the pattern and the prod-

ever been with us (ITimothy 1:13; Luke 8:1); yct and sayDone that, got that; and finally sd§in-
nor, for that matteris it reasonable to conclude jshed.

that there was a period of hundreds of years whenThis perception of restoration sees “restoring”
“churches of Christ” (Rom 16:16) vanished fromthe original religion of Jesus in the same objective
the planet. Some people feel it necessary to affirierms as those used of Moses in the building of the
this because “history” makes no mention of it. It isabernacle where it is said, “Moses was warned of
never wise to infer from what one does not knowGod when he waabout to make the tabernacle:
As to what “history” says, remember the old adfor, See, saith he, that thou make all things ac-
age: He who controls the history books, controlgording to the pattern that was showed thee in the
history; then, remember who controlled the histomount” (Hebrews 8:5). Just as there was some
ry books for hundred of years. There is no reasgmoint at which Moses could compare what was
to doubt that from the First Century to the presereing built against the “pattern that was showed
there have always been people dedicated to fakm in the mount” and finally saypone; so it is the
lowing the NewTestament pattern. Inasmuch,case that we today may do the same. Why would
though, as the way or religion of Christ was not @ne imagine that under Moses restoration was an
widely observable institution in the Nineteenth Cenattainable goal, whereas under one “worthy of more
tury the idea of restoration was a fitting one. glory than Moses” (Hebrews 3:3), it is not.

THIS PREMISE IN ACTION. RESTORATION

ALL PURSUE BUT NONE ATTAIN, SOME SAY QUANTIFICATION AND RESTORATION

There are those among us now who no longer What galls liberals within the church today is
view restoration as an attainable goal, and /ey the idea of counting or ticking off things. 2
11



Revelation, Roadmap, and Relationship

We begin by dirming that God has communicated Christ” (1Jno 1:3). It is not an overstatement to
His will to man; to deny it would be to make chris-say that many of our preachers have not only been
tianity meaningless. The substance or content of tHatening to drivel such as this Baptist preacher pro-
communication came by way of “revelation.” Whatpounded; they have accepted it and are preaching
was once “hidden,” or a “mystefyis now com- it from our pulpits. Beware!
pletely “known,” in the sense of being available for The Bible is no less a roadmap of the Godhead
our learning (Ephesians 3:3,4,9,10). unfolding through history the grepurpose In it
This “revelation” is, by its very naturdescriptive God reveals “the dispensation of that grace of God”
andpropositional It says, or dirms, certain things; (Eph 3:2). This “revelation” from God to man, came
it is consequentlpbjective Thus, to be “right,” one over a period of time; there were many and varied
must ascertain the meaning of that which is revealedethodsof that “revelation” (Hebrews 1:1) One
and abide therebywWhat we are emphasizing here isof thosemethodsis that of Types andAntitypes.
intuitive and ought to be obvious to all; unfortunatelyPaul emphasizes that the Exodus andWaader
it is not. On the radio, a Baptist preacher oncig of the Israelites are not simply recorded as
preached a lesson entitled “Seven Myths about thmatters of history He says that they happened by
Will of God.” The first thing that he averred to be adivine arrangement: “These things were twpoi
“myth” is the idea that “The Bible is a like a road magtypes]” (1Co 10:6). Their trek from bondage to
or a guide.” In a voice designed for effect, he saidhe land of promise overlays the greater trek from
“The Bible is not a road map, but a relationship.” It isthe earth” to “above, where Christ is seated on
a day spoiler when someone creates a disjunction whigre right hand of God” (Col 3:1,2).
there is none. Why do people feel the need to force What we know as the Bible is thatitten down,
their either/orsinto the Bible? Apparently thinking availablerevelation (Eph 3:3). It is revelation of
himself profound, the preacher would have us béthe eternal purpose of God, which he purposed in
lieve that the concepts of “road map and guide” exchrist Jesus” (v11). The manifestation or realiza-
clude the concept of “relationship,” and vice versation of Gods purpose was and continues to be:
No one should recoil from affirming that the Bi-The church of the Christ (\.0). This purpose,
ble is a “road map.” It tells ushere to go,whatto the church, was once “hid in God”; but through
do, andhowto both go and do. By it alone do wethe preaching of Paul and others “all men [now]
know whenwe have arrived where we ought, andsee what is the dispensation of the mystery” (9).
whether we have done what we ought. It is equalhereas the “angels [once] desire[d] to “look into
ly true that the Bible is “is a relationship,” which isthese things” (1Pet 1:12); Paul said that it is only
to say the Bible sets forth the terms of a relatiortnow unto the principalities and powers in the heav-
ship between God and man. It tells us how: sirenly places...[that they have been] made known
ners are “reconciled to God” (2Co. 5:20); Godhrough the church” (Eph 3:10). It is only when
“dwells” in us (6:16); we become “children of God” we see, or perceive, the church that we finally un-
(1Jno 3:1), and so on. It is, howeyv@nportant derstand just what God had in mind through all of
that we understand the concept of a relationship Kis activities during the centuries froAdam to
totally subordinate to the road map concept: It i€hrist.
only when we are going wherand doing what  “Relationship” not a “road map”? Indeedérily
God tells us that we enjoy what the Bible calls “ourhath...God made foolish the wisdom of this world”
fellowship...with the Fatheand with his Son Jesus (1Co 1.20)? —AA
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“Now the Spirit speaketh expressiyat in the
latter times some shall depart from the faith”

We are now living in “the latter times.” We are seeing what the Spirit

spoke expressly come to pass as we have never seen before. Not only
are we seeing con@gations violate Gods law on fellowship, but we ag

seeing larger congregations adopt the errors of the Christian Church.

“Quail Springs Church of Christ will add service
with musical instruments.”

Richland Hills departs from the faith by adding
instrumental music to worship assembly

This headline from an article by Carla Hinton, ReligionAccording to an article by Bobby Ross,., &f the
Editor of The Oklahomarnif the contents of this arti- Christian Chroniclesays:
cle do not brir_lg tears of sadne_ss _to thc_)se who IOVeThe Richland Hills church ifiexas — the layest of the
the I__ord and His church, something is serlouslywrong. nations 13,000 a cappella Churches of Christ — has

Hinton says that Mark Henderson, “teaching and
preaching minister at Quail Springs Church of Christ
recently shareq |nformat|on ab(.)u_t the ChU$q:b‘|<'*:1nS' former pulpit minister at the 6,400 member church,
to add a worship service that will include musical in- . . o

Y - L . told the congregation Dec. 3 that Richland Hills’ elders

struments.” Henderson is quoted as saying “the dech,f v and completelv” endorsed the decision
sion came through lengthy prayer and study ay pletely '

A question comes to my mind, and that is, how can The move of apostasy for the Richland Hills church
people pray a lengthy prayer for something which th8appened more than a year ago. Jones is quoted as
Lord does not in any way approvAfd, what was saying, “there is unity in our eldership, and we are so
studied that led to the approval of instrumental muthankful for that.”
sic? Could not have been Gsdvord. RickAtchley, senior ministersaid: “We did not make

The response to the announcement that the churfitis decision on a Tuesday and announce it on Sun-
was going ahead with the use of instrumental musiglay” Then adds, “much studprayer and fasting by
Henderson said, was “a certain percentage of the cothe elders.”
gregation broke out in applause and a number of peo- A question comes to my mind — What were the
ple got up and left in tears.” The number that left waglders studying; for what were they praying, and
about 300 of the total number of 900 to 950. what efect did the fasting have? If studgrayer

We have mentioned only a few things about theénd fasting have the same effects as it had on Rich-
decision of the Quail Springs church, but it simplyland Hills, may we never engage in the same.
boils down to the matter of doing that which pleases The Farmers Branch church, with 1,700 members
God or that which pleases man. This has been a prohave “added instrumental services with commun-
lem in the past and no doubt will continue to be saon.” The apostasy of this congregation and the
Departing from the faith is generally due to the facbthers mentioned above is setting an example which
that some had rather do what they want, rather thamill no doubt be followed by others. May the Lord
what God wants. More than a century ago some brethelp us to awake to reality and realize that regard-
ren wanted to please themselves rather than God. Thiegs of the number who depart from the faitie,do
chose to use the instrument. not have to be among that number  — Editor
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decided to add an instrumental worship assembly with
communion on Saturday nights. Jon Jones, an elder and



WHY DO NOT PEOPLE BELIEVE IN HELL?

Roger D. Campbell

Most of us have heard of the Gallup Poll or Harris Pollhave accepted, Jesus taught that those taking the path
In January 2003, an official Harris Poll was conductetb life are few while those heading to destruction in
in whichAmerican adults were asked about their bethe broad way are many (Matt. 7:13-14).
liefs concerning eleven different religious matters. The We would guess théatmericansbasic beliefs have
results were both revealing and tragic, though, in alot drastically changed since the above-mentioned
honesty they were not surprising to anyone that haslarris Poll was conducted nearly five years ago. If
kept abreast of peopgeattitude toward the Bible in anything, it is most likely that during the past years
our country Americans’ belief in fundamental Bible doctrines has
The 2003 Harris Poll indicated that out of thosedeclined. When it comes to the topic of hell, the
Americans polled, 82% of them believed in heaverpresent reality is that in 21st-centgnerica, many
yet only 69% believed in hell. Does it not make yoweople do not believe in a hell in which people will
wonder why there is a drop in the number of peoplsuffer eternal punishment. This is a definite change
that believe in hell? Why would people accept thérom the outlook and attitude that folks in our nation
reality of heaven, but deny that there is a hell? had a few decades ago. Why is that? Why are there so
All aspects of the poll are interesting, but there areany including some who are church-goers and count
two other matters relating to hell that really caught myhemselves as Christians, who do not believe in hell?
attention as | peered over the poll reséitaong those The bottom line in identifying the reason for peo-
polled who claimed to be Christians, 95% professed tole’s failure to believe in hell is that Satan has blinded
believe in heaven, but only 82% said that they believéheir eyes. The Bible plainly states that the devil, “the
in hell. Why would not there be 100% belief in heavemgod of this world hath blinded the minds of them which
among such people, and whoh why would those believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of
that claim to be followers of the Christ not have a£hrist, who is the image of God, should shine unto
much faith in hells existence as they do in heaw&’ them” (2 Cor4:4).The Son of God taught about hell.
[All statistics in this article were taken on 11/03/07He taught that it is a real place that is to be feared and
from: http://www harrisinteractive.com/harris_poll/ avoided at all costs (Matt. 10:28; Mk. 9:43-48). Jesus
index.asp?P1D=339 also clearly stated that there will be some who “shall
“When you die, where do you think you will go —go away into everlasting punishment” (Matt. 25:46).
heaven, hell, purgatory or somewhere else? That speaus, the message of the gospel includes the truth
cific question was part of the Harris Poll in 2003, and ithat hell really does exist, and it is a place of eternal
was asked only to those who said they believe in lifpunishment. Those that fail to believe this truth have
after death Guess what? Out of those who answereden blinded.
this question only 1% of those surveyed indicated Why do not people believe in hell? There must be
that they thought they would go to hell. Let us placéghose who do not believe in hell because they have
two facts side by side: 69% of all adults questionedever heard the Bibleteaching about iVithout such
said they believe in hell, but when you narrow it dowrinformation, they are left in the dark about hell and
to those who profess to believe in life after death, ovhat it is like. Their ignorance can be remedied only
those that believe in an eternal soul, only 1% thinky hearing the gospeis we spread the good news of
they are hell-bound. That must mean that the majorityesus, we need to tell folks not only of the heavenly
of theAmericans who believe in both life after deathinheritance that God'faithful can attain, but also the
and hell take the approach that hell is a place “for theorrors of hell that we want to avoid.
other guy but not for me.” In contrast to the false- A second group of people that do not believe in
hoods which so many of our deceived countrymehell are those that do not accept the Bible to be a
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truthful book. Because they are not convinced that thpossibilities. Those that indulge in the works of the
Bible is the word of God, they reject what it says abottesh, regardless of how much they enjoy it, will be left
hell. We understand such an unbelievers position, ammit of the kingdom of God (Gal. 5:19-21). That only
at the same time we recognize our need to be ableléaves one alternative destiny for such people.
prove that the Bible really is the inspired word of God (2 It is said that some denominational preachers never
Tim. 3:16), and thus what it says about every single subpeak on the topic of hell. If that be the case, that
ject, including hell, is reliable and corrédte have our would explain why some denominational members do
work cut out for us in convincing people that the Bible isiot believe in itAs sad as that is, it is even more tragic
not the product of men, but came from the mind of Godvhen members of the church of Christ that call them-
Then, again, there are some that claim to believselves gospel preachers will not preach on hell. Evan-
that the Bible is the word of God, but they are sinceregelists are obligated before both the Lord and men to
ly convinced that there is no eternal hell. Sgsityne preach the whole counsel of God (Acts 20:27). That
of those people are members of the Lerchurch. includes what the gospel says about hell and its in-
Such folks say that they believe in hell, but their conhabitants. What legitimate reason could a preacher of
cept of hell is not one of eternal torment. They mathe gospel have for not sounding forth Gottuth
talk about “hell on earth” of the fantasy that that thebout hell? There is no legitimate reason for refusing
wicked will suffer only for an instant, then be annihi-to teach what the Bible says abauty topic! If a
lated. They might buy into the idea that hell is only anan's approach is that he is not going to teach on hell
temporary place from which people can somehow ebecause he wants to please people and keep them
cape. Regardless of the form of their denial, any pehappy then he cannot be counted as a faithful ser
son that claims to believe in the Bible, yet at the samant of Christ (Gal. 1:10).
time does not believe what GedBook says about Sometimes congregations and/or their elderships
eternal hell, does not really believe the Bible at alhave a hand in helping a preacher decide that it is best
How do we even know that there is a place called heltiot to ever speak about hell. The appeal from the breth-
anyway? From the Bible, of course. Because that {€n in the local church may be for the evangelist(s) to
S0, we need to accept all that the Bible says about hpliesent only what the listeners count as “positive,”
and not try to conjure up our own ideas aboutit.  “loving,” “uplifting” messages. While it is true that
Why do not people believe in hell? There are strongne could “wear out” the topic of hell by making that
indications that some folks do not believe in hell simhis major theme in every lesson, it is just as true that
ply because they do not want to believe in a place @h intentional failure to preach the message of hell, is
eternal judgment. They are convinced that if they derif actuality a demonstration of a lack of respect for
that hell exists, then this somehow opens the door fdesus and what He taught about hell.
them and gives them the liberty to live in any ungodly Brethren, Jesus taught about hell. He taught point-
fashion that they desire. They love to fulfill the lust£dly about it. Surelyno right-thinking person would

of the flesh, and it is comforting to them to deceivéVer accuse the Master of being unloving. There has
themselves into thinking, “It is okay for me to live never been, nor will there ever be, a more loving teach-

however | want to, because, héere is no hell any- €r than the Son of God. Thus, in order to imitate Jesus,
way. So whats the harm of living it up?” Rest assuredit is not only possible, but necessaftyat we love
that on the day of judgment, folks that are eternallpeople, and love them enough to teach them what the
confined to punishment in hell will not be thinking Bible says about heaven and hile pity the poor
that there is no hell, nor will they be persuaded th&oul that is so in love with his own wisdom that he
the pleasures of sin in this life were just too great t§1inks he is too smart, too good, or too loving to teach
pass upAccording to Jesus, some are bound for-etethe truth about hell. Rest assured that that if we please
nal life , while the majority are bound for eternal punG0d, we must teach about hell.
ishment (Matt. 7:13-14; 25:46). Those are the only two — 120 W Lewis Dr. SE, Cleveland, TN 37323
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